i4                                FOREWORD

Well, I live in no dungeon cell, but in a pleasant country house
in the heart of England " far from the coast," with much to
occupy me, but still with leisure to dream dreams I have lived
in " the salt savour of the sea " ; so I will try to " write them "
in the hope that, if they meet the eye of the younger generation,
they will help them to avoid the mistakes we made, when they
seize the torch and strive, as ardently as we did, to live up to the
glorious tradition we inherited from the great sea captains of old.

When the Great War ended our Empire emerged mighty and
powerful. The hammer blows of our armies had been a decisive
factor in the winning of a victorious peace. Our gallant young
knights of the most powerful air force in the world had won
golden spurs. Our sea services had maintained the communi-
cations of our armies, carried troops from every outpost of the
Empire and the United States of America, and had kept the seas
in the face of unseen and unforeseen difficulties.

Our race was indeed at the very zenith of its prestige ; and we
who had fought, perhaps above all others, were determined to
maintain the peace which the devotion of our people had won,
and to take the necessary steps to safeguard the sea routes from
the heart of the Empire to the Dominions which had played such
a valiant part in the struggle.

Where do we stand today ?

Despite the sorry example of Southern Ireland, sentimental
idealists and politicians are busily engaged in dissipating the
Indian Empire which our forbears won, and are striving to
impose on India's many irreconcilable races an imitation of a
Western parliamentary system, in which so many powerful
Western countries have lost faith.

In 1930, supported by so-called pacifists and sailors too
amenable to political requirements, they bound our sea forces in
trammelling agreements, which are not in the interests of
efficiency, security, peace or even economy; bonds moreover
which were wisely rejected by our more practical Continental
neighbours.

La the vain hope that their example would be followed, they
have steadily reduced our naval, military and air forces, the only
rea) guarantors of peace and security in this turbulent and
unchanging world, while the armed forces of almost every other
power have as steadily increased. Yet, jvhen the dictates of the